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How to use
Build a better world
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How can The Day help?
The Day is an independent, online news publication for use in schools, 
focussing on the big global issues beneath the headlines. Its dedicated 
newsroom produces articles, features, polls, quizzes, translations and 
activities that bring the wider world into the classroom. 

Awareness of global issues: Internationally-focussed topical stories bring current affairs 
to the classroom.

Literacy: Non-fiction reading builds students’ vocabulary and writing skills.

Oracy and debate: Students are encouraged to formulate their own questions and debate 
the issues at the heart of the story.

Critical thinking: Ready-made activities inspire inquiry-led learning to help every child 
think for themselves.
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Simple daily 
stories 
• 300 words
• Level 4 
readability
• 2 dive in 
deeper links 
• Extra key 
words

Daily stories 
• 700 words
• Level 8 
readability
• 6 dive in 
deeper links 
• Extra key 
words

Daily stories 
• 800 words
• Level 8+ 
readability
• 6 dive in deep-
er links 
• 5 become an 
expert links 
with stories, 
videos and
podcasts for
further reading

Simple daily 
stories 
• 400 words
• Level 5 
readability
• 3 dive in 
deeper links 

Daily stories 
• 600 words
• Level 7 
readability
• 4 dive in 
deeper links 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Reading levels
Reading levels are based on seven popular readability formulas:
Flesch Reading Ease formula; Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level; Fog Scale; 
SMOG Index; Coleman-Liau Index; Automated Readability Index; 
Linsear Write Formula
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Daily news stories
• 2-3 new items every weekday
• Search by keyword or browse curriculum pages
• Subject areas are categorised by tags
• Use in subject lessons, form time, whole-school assemblies or 
for independent study

Subject area

Articles

Tags / 
subcategories
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Article format
• Articles always follow the same 
   format for ease of use
• Presentation View and Print
   View available
• Body of article can be broken 
   down into three sections: 

1. What’s happened? Introduces
    the facts and figures.
2. Find out more. How has this 
    happened and why is it important? 
3. Coda – comes under a separate 
    subheading. Three paragraphs 
    present opposing points of view. 

The coda is the most important 
part of the article. It introduces 
students to different points of view 
and allows them the space to decide 
if they agree/disagree/if they’re 
somewhere in between.

Headline and image
What does this 
headline suggest? 
What is happening 
in this image?

Coda with opposing 
points of view

Introduction 
with question



7

Article format (continued)
Articles are accompanied by suggested 
activities and discussion prompts. The Six 
Steps to Discovery are ideal for homework 
or form time. Teachers can use them for 
both writing and speaking activities. 
They are easily adaptable to individual 
work or team projects. Primary pupils 
may find the first activity most suitable. 
Secondary pupils should try both.

Activities for 
in class or 
homework

Discussion 
points / 
questions

Statement for 
discussion

Links for further 
research / 
independent 
study. Vetted 
by The Day’s 
journalists

Glossary helps students 
understand complex 
vocabulary



8

Weekly features
Five weekly features, with a new feature updated every day.
Includes: Short Epic, Theme, Video of the Day, Connection, Quiz, Photo of the 
Week, Briefing, Special Report, Translations (Level 3-5), Cartoon (Level 1-2)
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Briefing
• Tackles the first questions 

students have about a recent 
news issue or ongoing story

• Includes a graphic, which
serves as a starting point for 
discussions and numeracy skills 
for reading/interpreting graphs

• Fun, conversational style to 
easily introduce students to big 
concepts and ideas

• Just like the articles, briefings 
are accompanied by activities 
and discussion prompts designed 
to help teachers in the classroom

Infographic 
introduces topic
“What is happening 
in this image?”

Q&A teaches 
focused answers
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Special report
• A roundup of archive

articles related to an 
ongoing topic

• An easy way for 
teachers to find extra 
resources related to 
important issues

• Examples include 
War in Ukraine, 
Inspiring lives, Young 
climate heroes, The 
Covid vrisis

Heading and
brief introduction

Curated list of 
relevant stories 
and features
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Theme
• Weekly theme covers important
    on-diary events
• Fits well with PSHE / Citizenship 
    curriculum
• Choose which articles/activities to read 
    or use throughout the entire week
• Download accompanying calendar for 
    form tutors or display boards

Image
and outline 
of theme

Suggested 
activities

Assembly
• No planning or preparation required
• PowerPoint slides include photos, 
    videos and discussion questions
• Ready made with accompanying 
    teacher notes 

Downloadable teacher notes

Ready-made assembly PowerPoint
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Photo of the week / Video of the day
• Short visual activities where students are asked to consider a photo from 
the news or go into greater depth using an educational video
• Accompanying news story / activity suggestions

Photo and video prompt discussion

Discussion points and questions
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Quiz & caption competition
• Friday quiz that rounds up 

all of the articles published 
on The Day that week. A fun 
comprehension activity.

• Questions link back to the
    article that contains the answer

• Accompanied by our weekly 
    caption competition

Students can 
enter caption 
competition

Questions
link to relevant 
news story
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Translations
• One article each week 

is translated to French, 
Spanish, German, 
Simplified Mandarin, 
Arabic

• Activities are adapted 
    for language learnersArticle is translated 

from simplified 
English version

Word watch and 
activities adapted 
for modern 
language lessons

Toggle between 
English and 
translated version
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Connections
• Best suited for 
    English and library

• Links set texts with 
    relevant current 
    affairs stories

• Students learn how 
    texts are relevant to 
    modern world

Title and 
introduction

Five key themes 
within text

Theme links 
to topical 
news stories
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Short epics

Short Epics are 
140-character true news 
stories designed to make 
you smile. Light-hearted, 
accompanied by aa cartoon.

For an additional literacy 
or writing challenge: write 
your own short epic.
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Cartoon (Level 1-2 only)
The Day is proud to partner with Oddizzi to 
produce a catalogue of cartoons for use with KS1 
and KS2 pupils. Slides include discussion prompts 
and activity suggestions to get pupils exploring a 
topic in the Geography curriculum.
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Using The Day
• Adaptable

Five reading levels (suitable for ages five to 19) allow easy 
differentiation across different ages and abilities.

• Empowering
Discussion-based activities encourage students to debate key issues, 
listen to others and develop empathy.

• Inspiring
Build a community of engaged learners with topical stories that are 
relevant to students’ lives.

• Consistent
New stories and features are published every weekday.

For help & support, email support@theday.co.uk




