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Anisha, Accidental 

Detective, by 

Serena Patel 

 

Emerging 

Anisha is all set to be a (reluctant) bridesmaid at Aunty 

Bindi's wedding...until a secret ransom note arrives. Bindi's 

groom has been kidnapped and will only be released IF THE 

WEDDING IS CALLED OFF! With best friend Milo, 

mischievous Granny Jas, a runaway lobster, a kitten-loving 

giant, and some super skills of logic and observation, it's up 

to Anisha Mistry to find her uncle, before the big family 

wedding of the year becomes a big disaster. 

Kick, by Mitch 

Johnson 

 

Emerging 

Budi's plan is simple. He's going to be a star. Budi's going to 

play for the greatest team on earth, instead of sweating 

over each stitch he sews, each football boot he makes. But 

one unlucky kick brings Budi's world crashing down. Now he 

owes the Dragon, the most dangerous man in Jakarta. Soon 

it isn't only Budi's dreams at stake, but his life. A story 

about dreaming big, about hope and heroes, and never 

letting anything stand in your way. 

How to Look for a 

Lost Dog, by Ann 

Martin 

 

Emerging 

11-year-old Rose is autistic and struggles to 

understand her classmates. But when her father gives 

her a stray dog, which she names Rain, the dog 

becomes her best friend, her anchor in a confusing 

world. So when Rain goes missing during a storm, 

Rose refuses to stop looking for her… A touching story 

from the bestselling author of The Baby-Sitters Club. 

Lightning Girl, by 

Alesha Dixon 

 

Emerging 

Aurora Beam has just had some big news. Her mum is a 

secret superhero and now her own powers are starting to 

show. Then an evil supervillain pops up with a plot to steal a 

precious stone. Can Aurora save the day? Can she balance 

her training with school? And, for how long can she keep 

her secret hidden from her friends? 



Compton Valance: 

The Most Powerful 

Boy in the 

Universe, by Matt 

Brown 

 

Emerging 

When Compton Valance and his best friend Bryan Nylon 

discover the world's first TIME MACHINE (aka a mouldy, 

thirteen-week-old-cheese-and-pickled-egg sandwich), they 

become the most powerful boys in the universe. But how 

will Compton and Bryan decide to use their incredible new 

time-travelling powers? Will they use them for good? Will 

they use them for evil? Or will they just focus their efforts 

on perfecting a formula for the world's first pair of custard 

trousers? 

Cogheart (The 

Cogheart 

Adventures Book 

1) by, Peter Bunzl 

 

Emerging 

Lily’s life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and 
now silver-eyed men stalk her through the shadows. 

What could they want from her? With her friends – 

Robert, the clockmaker’s son, and Malkin, her 

mechanical fox – Lily is plunged into a murky and 

menacing world. Too soon Lily realises that those she 

holds dear may be the very ones to break her heart... 

Murder, mayhem and mystery meet in this gripping 

Victorian adventure. 

The Book of Three, 

by Lloyd Alexander 

 

Emerging 

Taran is desperate for adventure. Being a lowly 

Assistant Pig-Keeper just isn't exciting. That is, until 

the magical pig, Hen Wen, disappears and Taran 

embarks on a death-defying quest to save her from 

the evil Horned King. His perilous adventures bring 

Taran many new friends: an irritable dwarf, an 

impulsive bard, a strange hairy beast and the hot-

headed Princess Eilonwy. Together, they face many 

dangers, from the deathless Cauldron-Born warriors, 

dragons, witches and the terrifying Horned King 

himself. Taran learns much about his identity, but the 

mysterious Book of Three is yet to reveal his true 

destiny. 

The Boy Who 

Sailed the Ocean in 

an Armchair, by 

Lara Williamson 

 

Emerging 

Becket Rumsey is all at sea. His dad has run away with 

him and his brother Billy in the middle of the night. 

And they've left everything behind, including their 

almost-mum Pearl. Becket has no idea what's going on 

- it's a mystery. So with the help of Billy and a snail 

called Brian, Becket sets out on a journey of discovery. 

It's not plain sailing but then what journeys ever are? 

An extraordinary story of courage, dreams and finding 

your way, from the bestselling author of A Boy Called 

Hope 



The Stolen Ones, 

by Vanessa Curtis 

 

Securing 

My name is Inge. I am sixteen. 

I live with Mama and Papa in Munich. Food is still 

rationed, though the war ended over ten years ago. 

My boyfriend is Jewish. I have to hide this from my 

parents. 

Sometimes I think they are hiding something from me, 

too. Letters arrive every year on my birthday, but they 

are not addressed to me. They are for a girl named 

Kasia. This is her story. 

The Wild Folk, by 

Sylvia Linsteadt 

 

Securing 

When Tin, an orphan City boy with a passion for 

invention, and curious Country girl Comfrey are visited 

by two young hares, it is the start of a magical quest. 

To stop the City from ravaging the Country, they must 

complete seemingly impossible challenges set by the 

mystical Wild Folk to find the one who holds the 

secret to saving their world. 

Seafire, by Natalie 

C. Parker 

 

Securing 

After her family is killed by corrupt warlord Aric Athair 

and his bloodthirsty army of Bullets, Caledonia Styx is 

left to chart her own course on the dangerous and 

deadly seas. As Captain of the Mors Navis, she leads a 

crew of girls and women who have lost their families 

and homes because of Aric and his men. The crew has 

one mission: stay alive, and take down Aric's armed 

and armored fleet. 

But when Caledonia's best friend barely survives an 

attack thanks to help from a Bullet looking to defect, 

Caledonia finds herself questioning whether to let him 

join their crew.  

Where the World 

Ends, by Geraldine 

McCaughrean 

 

Securing 

Every summer Quill and his friends are put ashore on 

a remote sea stac to hunt birds. But this summer, no 

one arrives to take them home. 

 

Surely nothing but the end of the world can explain 

why they've been abandoned - cold, starving and 

clinging to life, in the grip of a murderous ocean. How 

will they survive? 



Mortal Engines, by 

Philip Reeve 

 

Securing 

Thaddeus Valentine, London's Head Historian and 

adored famous archaeologist, and his lovely daughter, 

Katherine, are down in The Gut when the young 

assassin with the black scarf strikes toward his heart, 

saved by the quick intervention of Tom, a lowly third-

class apprentice. Racing after the fleeing girl, Tom 

suddenly glimpses her hideous face: scarred from 

forehead to jaw, nose a smashed stump, a single eye 

glaring back at him. "Look at what your Valentine did 

to me!" she screams. "Ask him! Ask him what he did 

to Hester Shaw!" And with that she jumps down the 

waste chute to her death. 

Freedom: 1783, by 

Catherine Johnson 

 

Securing 

An action-packed and pacey story about a boy's 

experience of slavery in Britain. Nathaniel doesn't 

want to move to England with his master's family, 

leaving behind his mother and sister on the Jamaican 

plantation. But then he remembers what his mother 

told him: once a slave sets foot on English soil, they're 

free. Perhaps he can earn his fortune and buy his 

family's freedom, too. 

Grenade, by Alan 

Gratz 

 

Securing 

It's 1945, and the world is in the grip of war. 

Hideki lives with his family on the island of Okinawa, near 

Japan. When the Second World War crashes onto his 

shores, Hideki is drafted to fight for the Japanese army. He 

is handed a grenade and a set of instructions: Don't come 

back until you've killed an American soldier. 

Ray, a young American Marine, has just landed on Okinawa. 

This is Ray's first-ever battle, and he doesn't know what to 

expect -- or if he'll make it out alive. All he knows that the 

enemy is everywhere. 

Check Mates, by 

Stewart Foster 

 

Securing 

Felix is struggling at school. His ADHD makes it hard 

for him to concentrate and his grades are slipping. 

Everyone keeps telling him to try harder, but no one 

seems to understand just how hard he finds it. When 

Mum suggests Felix spends time with his grandfather, 

Felix can’t think of anything worse. Granddad hasn’t 
been the same since Grandma died. Plus he’s always 
trying to teach Felix boring chess. But sometimes the 

best lessons come in the most unexpected of places, 

and Granddad soon shows Felix that there’s 
everything to play for. 



Sunrise over 

Fallujah, by Walter 

Dean Myers 

 

Developing 

Robin "Birdy" Perry, a new army recruit from Harlem, 

isn't quite sure why he joined the army, but he's sure 

where he's headed: Iraq. Birdy and the others in the 

Civilian Affairs Battalion are supposed to help secure 

and stabilize the country and successfully interact with 

the Iraqi people. Officially, the code name for their 

maneuvers is Operation Iraqi Freedom. But the young 

men and women in the CA unit have a simpler name 

for it:WAR 

Murder Most 

Unladylike, by 

Robin Stevens 

 

Developing 

At Deepdean School for Girls, Daisy Wells and Hazel 

Wong have set up their own detective agency. But 

they are struggling to find any real crimes to 

investigate. (Unless you count the case of Lavinia's 

missing tie. Which they don't.) 

Then Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss Bell, 

lying dead in the Gym. To add to the mystery, when 

she and Daisy return five minutes later, the body has 

disappeared. Now Hazel and Daisy not only have a 

murder to solve: they have to prove one happened in 

the first place. 

Mister Pip,  

by Lloyd Jones 

 

Developing 

Bougainville, 1991. A small village on a lush tropical 

island in the South Pacific. Eighty-six days have passed 

since Matilda's last day of school as, quietly, war is 

encroaching from the other end of the island. 

When the villagers' safe, predictable lives come to a 

halt, Bougainville's children are surprised to find the 

island's only foreigner, a recluse, re-opening the 

school. Pop Eye, aka Mr Watts, explains he will 

introduce the children to Mr Dickens. Matilda and the 

others think a foreigner is coming to the island and 

prepare a list of much needed items. They are shocked 

to discover their acquaintance with Mr Dickens will be 

through Mr Watts' inspiring reading of Great 

Expectations. 

The Hound of the 

Baskervilles, by Sir 

Arthur Conan 

Doyle 

 

Developing 

The Hound of the Baskervilles is the third of the crime 

novels written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle featuring the 

detective Sherlock Holmes. Originally serialized in The 

Strand Magazine from August 1901 to April 1902, it is 

set largely on Dartmoor in Devon in England's West 

Country and tells the story of an attempted murder 

inspired by the legend of a fearsome, diabolical hound 

of supernatural origin. Sherlock Holmes and his 

companion Dr. Watson investigate the case. This was 

the first appearance of Holmes since his apparent 

death in "The Final Problem", and the success of The 

Hound of the Baskervilles led to the character's 

eventual revival. 



The Last 

Dragonslayer, by 

Jasper Fforde 

 

Developing 

Fifteen-year-old Jennifer Strange runs Kazam, an 

employment agency for soothsayers and sorcerers. 

But work is drying up. Drain cleaner is cheaper than a 

spell, and even magic carpets are reduced to pizza 

delivery. 

So it's a surprise when the visions start. Not only do 

they predict the death of the Last Dragon at the hands 

of a dragonslayer, they also point to Jennifer, and say 

something is coming. Big Magic . . . 

The No.1 Ladies 

Detective Agency, 

by Alexander 

McCall Smith 

 

Developing 

If you've got a problem, and no one else can help you, 

then pay a visit to Precious Ramotswe, Botswana's 

only - and finest - female private detective. 

Her methods may not be conventional, and her 

manner not exactly Miss Marple, but she's got 

warmth, wit and canny intuition on her side, not to 

mention Mr J. L. B. Matekoni, the charming proprietor 

of Tlokweng Road Speedy Motors. And Precious is 

going to need them all as she sets out on the trail of a 

missing child, a case that tumbles our heroine into a 

hotbed of strange situations and more than a little 

danger. 

The Bad Beginning 

(A Series of 

Unfortunate 

Events), by Lemony 

Snicket 

 

Developing 

Dear reader, 

There is nothing to be found in Lemony Snicket’s ‘A 
Series of Unfortunate Events’ but misery and despair. 
You still have time to choose another international 

best-selling series to read. But if you insist on 

discovering the unpleasant adventures of the 

Baudelaire orphans, then proceed with caution… 

Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent 

children. They are charming, and resourceful, and 

have pleasant facial features. Unfortunately, they are 

exceptionally unlucky. 

Shadow and Bone, 

by Leigh Bardugo 

 

Developing 

ldier. Summoner. Saint. Orphaned and expendable, 

Alina Starkov is a soldier who knows she may not 

survive her first trek across the Shadow Fold - a swath 

of unnatural darkness crawling with monsters. But 

when her regiment is attacked, Alina unleashes 

dormant magic not even she knew she possessed.  

 

Now Alina will enter a lavish world of royalty and 

intrigue as she trains with the Grisha, her country's 

magical military elite - and falls under the spell of their 

notorious leader, the Darkling.  



Labyrinth, by Kate 

Mosse 

 

Mastery 

July 1209: in Carcassonne a 17-year-old girl is given a 

mysterious book by her father which he claims 

contains the secret of the true Grail. Although Alais 

cannot understand the strange words and symbols 

hidden within, she knows that her destiny lies in 

keeping the secret of the labyrinth safe . . . 

July 2005: Alice Tanner discovers two skeletons in a 

forgotten cave in the French Pyrenees. Puzzled by the 

labyrinth symbol carved into the rock, she realises 

she's disturbed something that was meant to remain 

hidden. Somehow, a link to a horrific past - her past - 

has been revealed. 

The Adventures of 

Tom Sawyer, by 

Mark Twain 

 

Mastery 

The exploits of Tom Sawyer, a consummate prankster 

with a quick wit, captivate children of all ages. Yet 

through the novel's humorous escapades, from the 

episodes of the whitewashed fence and the ordeal in 

the cave to the trial of Injun Joe, Mark Twain explores 

deeper themes within the adult world Tom will one 

day join. These include the baser human instincts of 

dishonesty and superstition, murder and revenge, 

starvation and slavery. 

Miss Peregrine’s 
Home for Peculiar 

Children, by 

Ransom Riggs 

 

Mastery 

A mysterious island.  

An abandoned orphanage.  

A strange collection of very curious photographs.  

  

It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine s Home 

for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable novel that 

mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading 

experience. As our story opens, a horrific family 

tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a 

remote island off the coast of Wales, where he 

discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine s 

Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its 

abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear 

that the children were more than just peculiar.  

A Wrinkle in Time, 

by Madeline 

L’Engle 

 

Mastery 

When Charles Wallace Murry goes searching through 

a 'wrinkle in time' for his lost father, he finds himself 

on an evil planet where all life is enslaved by a huge 

pulsating brain known as 'It'. How Charles, his sister 

Meg and friend Calvin find and free his father makes 

this a very special and exciting mixture of fantasy and 

science fiction, which all the way through is 

dominated by the funny and mysterious trio of 

guardian angels known as Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who and 

Mrs Which. 



 

 

The Wind in the 

Willows, by 

Kenneth Grahame 

 

Mastery 

‘There is nothing – absolutely nothing – half so much 

worth doing as simply messing about in boats.’ 

 

One spring day in the idyllic English countryside, Mole, 

Rat, Toad and Badger embark on a series of 

escapades. From Ratty’s exploits on the river to Toad’s 
passion for motorcars and the invasion of Toad Hall by 

the stoats and weasels, these woodland friends 

encounter adventure at every turn. 

The Boxer, by 

Nikesh Shukla 

 

Mastery 

Told over the course of the ten rounds of his first 

fight, this is the story of amateur boxer Sunny. A 

seventeen year old feeling isolated and disconnected 

in the city he's just moved to, Sunny joins a boxing 

club to learn to protect himself after a racist attack. 

He finds the community he's been desperately seeking 

at the club, and a mentor in trainer Shobu, who helps 

him find his place in the world. But racial tensions are 

rising in the city, and when a Far Right march through 

Bristol turns violent, Sunny is faced with losing his new 

best friend Keir to radicalisation. 

Alice’s Adventure 
in Wonderland, by 

Lewis Carroll 

 

Mastery 

‘Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by her 
sister on the bank, and of having nothing to do: once 

or twice she had peeped into the book her sister was 

reading, but it had no pictures or conversations in it, 

“and what is the use of a book,” thought Alice, 
“without pictures or conversations?”’ 

So begins the tale of Alice, who follows a curious 

White Rabbit down a hole and falls into Wonderland, 

a fantastical place where nothing is quite as it seems: 

animals talk, nonsensical characters confuse, Mad 

Hatters throw tea parties and the Queen plays 

croquet. Alice’s attempts to find her way home 
become increasingly bizarre, infuriating and amazing 

in turn. 

Northern Lights 

(His Dark 

Materials), by 

Philip Pullman 

 

Mastery 

“Without this child, we shall all die.” 

Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon live half-wild 

and carefree among scholars of Jordan College, 

Oxford. 

The destiny that awaits her will take her to the frozen 

lands of the Arctic, where witch-clans reign and ice-

bears fight. 

Her extraordinary journey will have immeasurable 

consequences far beyond her own world… 


